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Old Army long before 
“First Dooowwwnnn”

Mason L. Cashion ’53, by 
virtue of his success in business, 
community involvement, fame 
as a referee in the National 
Football League, and featured 
countless times by various 
forms of media, is one of the 
most widely known Aggies. 
His forever name is Red, and 
his blood forever runs maroon. 
Here is the story.

The Red Cashion Aggie 
experience is a by-product 
of the careers of his parents, 
Mason Lee and Winnie 
Cashion. Mason was originally 
from Mecklenburg, NC. After 
finishing Erskine College in 
Due West, SC, Mason got 
into the collegiate YMCA 
administration career path, 
taking his first job about 40 
miles up the road at Clemson 
College. After a couple of 
years working in Tigertown, 
the senior Cashion took the 
YMCA job at Austin College 
in Sherman, TX. Also included 
during this time frame was his 
World War I service in Europe 
and marriage to Winnie.  

Red and Lou Cashion 
during Red’s senior year 
in the Corps.

Member Spotlight: Red Cashion ’53

By Dennis Davenport ’01
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In 1925, Mason became the 
General Secretary (Director) of 
the YMCA at the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College of Texas. 
After service in the Great War and 
experience at Clemson—which was 
then a military college as well—the 
job at A&M was a sure fit and a 
logical career move. As a part of the 
salary package, the significance of 
the job, and the necessity to be close 
to his duties, the Cashions moved 
into a campus house which was 
about a block from the Drill Field. 
Located on the same street were the 
homes of other key A&M personnel: 
President T.O. Walton; School of 
Agriculture Dean Edwin Kyle; Head 
Librarian T.F. Mayo; Veterinary 
Science Professor R.P. Marstella; and 
the “Military Duplex” which housed 
the commandant and other ROTC 
personnel. 

The family expanded shortly after 
their arrival on campus with the birth 
of James T. “Jimmie” Cashion ’48 in 
1926. Little brother Red came along in 
1931. Truly sons of Texas A&M, both 
were born in their home on campus. 
They are among a select group of 
children of A&M employees to have 
this distinction. The children who 
lived on campus were affectionately 
known as “Campus Brats,” and Red is 
proud of that moniker. There is even 
a marker near the Vice President of 
Student Affairs home dedicated to 
the “Campus Kids.” The boys had the 
run of campus as soon as they were 
allowed to play outside. Red even 
attended first grade on campus in the 
old Music Hall. 

Red has great memories of the 
Aggie Band, reviews, and parades, 
and notes that the people dressed 
much more formally for Old Army 
events. His interest in sports began 
early, as he fondly recalls having the 
run of practices and athletic events 
then. It was always special to see the 
Bear when Baylor would play at A&M. 
His favorite eating place was George’s 
Café, which was situated mid-campus, 
and he also fondly remembers Sunday 
lunch at Sbisa Dining Hall.

The YMCA building, built in 

1914, was still relatively new. The 
hub of campus life, with its focus on 
religious and social enhancement, was 
everything and more that the MSC 
came to be. Some of the services and 
entertainment offered were meeting 
rooms, bowling, a chapel, the first 
phones on campus for student use, out 
of town newspapers, and a swimming 
pool. Pre-dating Old Army Lou, 
Mason operated a student activity 
fund and student loan service in the 
YMCA. During the summers, the 
YMCA furnished ice water at the base 
of the steps. It served as a meeting 
place as folks traversing campus 
would stop by for a refreshing cup of 
water and casual conversation. The 
original WTAW studio was located in 
the YMCA. Rooms were available to 
rent and sometimes used to back-up 
the overflow at the Aggieland Inn. 
Cadets could reserve a room for 
their dates for a dance weekend at 
the rate of $10.00. The YMCA also 
maintained card files of local residents 
in whose homes their dates could 
stay for the weekend or who would 
lease a bedroom for long term. The 
annual YMCA Christmas Party was 
one of the biggest events on campus 
for years. Interestingly, tile from 
the old swimming pool was formed 
into numbers which are still used to 
indicate floor levels at the elevator 
doors in the present YMCA Building.

A big part of the campus 
community, Red’s mother Winnie 
was also well loved and involved in 
many activities. A gracious hostess, 
she provided countless home-cooked 
meals for Cadets as well as weekend 
accommodations for many young 
women who were in town as Cadets’ 
dates. On one memorable weekend, 
a Cadet brought his date back to the 
Cashion home several times during 
the festivities. He would then leave, 
under the pretense of going to work 
for a while. He would return later to 
pick up the young lady and go out 
again. The young man later “fessed 
up” for his strange behavior, saying 
that he had goofed and had two 
dates for the same weekend and was 
determined to show both a good time. 
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Red with his brother Jimmie.

Red and Lou Cashion.
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Winnie 
was named 

Mother of the Year in 1950 
and served as one of the Reviewing 

Officers for the Mother’s Day Corps 
Review. 

From early on an enterprising 
young man, Red was not afraid of work 
and savvy enough to figure out ways 
to earn some jingle. Always knowing 
when his services would be needed, Red 
was available to provide assistance. In 
those days, Cadets were allowed to store 
personal effects on campus when they left 
for the summer. Using his wagon, Red 
capitalized on the opportunity to haul 
their belongings to and from storage at 25 
cents a load. Fireman’s short courses were 
held on campus, as Brayton Fire Training 
Field was not yet established. Always there 
to provide hauling or valet type services, 
young Cashion profited off the firemen.  
Extra cash was also earned in the same 
manner from the servicemen who were 
stationed at Texas A&M during the war.

Red fondly remembers going to see 
movies in Assembly Hall, an old wooden 

structure 
that was located 

near the now demolished 
Law and Puryear Halls. Kids got in free 

every night except Thursday, which was 
“Benefit Night,” in which the funds raised 
were dedicated to good causes. The Corps 
outfits would enter and be seated in class 
protocol. The pre-movie ritual consisted 
of the Cadets engaging in “peanut wars.” 
Still enterprising and never having to 
buy peanuts, Red would pocket far more 
peanuts than he would throw and eat 
them during the movie.

The student workers had Sundays 
off and the senior Cashion would go 
to the YMCA to receive the delivery of 
newspapers and place them in the bins 
inside the building. On one particular 
Sunday, Red accompanied his daddy to 
assist with the task. Someone approached 
them at the steps and said that Pearl 
Harbor had been bombed. Like many 
others of that day, Red’s first thought was: 
“Where is Pearl Harbor?” However, the 
gravity of the moment became obvious 
when his daddy, knowing the Aggies 
would soon answer the call to war, said, 
“The College could be shut down.” Little 
did Mason L. Cashion know just what 
changes would soon happen and how 

accurate his initial prognostication would 
come to be.

It was exciting when Hollywood came 
to Aggieland to film We’ve Never Been 
Licked in 1943. Of course, with the run of 
campus, Red watched the activity from 
very close perspectives. He was even in 
the middle of production; that is, if you 
classify sitting in the Director’s Chair 
during the filming of several scenes as 
the middle of production! While making 
himself quite at home, Red injected some 
Aggie mischief, not once, but twice. Red 
performed a little acting on his own by 
making facial gestures and contortions. 
His spontaneity caused stars Anne 
Gwynne and Martha O’Driscoll to lose 
their concentration and giggle, stopping 
production on both occasions. Needless to 
say, Red’s directing days were short lived 
as he was kicked off set.

While Red generally recalls A&M 
wartime events, his great memories 
of that era are of brother Jimmie’s 
athletic endeavors. He was a high school 
standout, played both basketball and 
football at A&M, and was one of the first 
to wear contact lenses in competition. 
Significantly, Jimmie was a member of 
the team that would become forever 
known and revered as the Kiddie Korps. 
Serving in World War II, Jimmie was 

Red and Marie Cashion in their Bryan home.

Red wrote 
a book 
titled First 
Dooowwwnnn 
about his 
almost 25 years 
as an NFL 
referee. 
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aboard a troop ship heading for the 
invasion of Japan when the atomic bomb 
was dropped. He later served in the 
Korean War and completed his military 
commitment on the Texas A&M ROTC 
Staff in 1953. Jimmie Cashion embarked 
on his Last Corps Trip in 2013.

Around Aggie sports all of his life 
and following in his brother’s footsteps, 
Red became a great high school athlete. 
He graduated from A&M Consolidated 
in 1949. Located just across Jersey Street 
(now George Bush), it was a short walk 
from his campus home. Of course, Red 
was destined to go to Texas A&M and 
went with intentions of trying out for 
baseball. In that era fish athletes were in a 
unique situation, separated from the rest 
of their classmates who were relocated to 
the former Bryan Army Air Base. As a 
baseball player, Cashion started out in B 
Company Athletics. Total Day Duck fees 
for his fish year were $36.00. Progressing 
well up the Corps hierarchy after 
baseball, Red was a member of C 
Infantry as a sophomore, served 
as First Sergeant of C Composite 
as a junior, and as First Division 
Staff Liaison Officer during his 
senior year. A good high school football 
player, Red began regretting his decision 
not to play football at A&M. A friend 
suggested that he become an official. Still 
with the passion for the game and wanting 
to be involved, Red began officiating high 
school games and eventually advanced to 
small colleges.   

There were big changes for the 
Cashion family in 1952. Winnie took 
the job of live-in manager of the Board 
of Directors (precursor to Board of 
Regents) Facility. That was a boarding 
house type configuration located near 
Sbisa Dining Hall, where members of 
the Board of Directors stayed when they 
were on campus. Sadly, Mason Cashion 
died two days later. However, in securing 
this position, the Cashion matriarch 
was assured of the ability to continue to  
live on campus and that her sons would 
homeport there for many years to come. 

In 1953, Red graduated with a 
degree in Personnel Administration 

and was commissioned into the Army. 
After completion of military service, 
Red planned to go to work with Shell 
Oil Company. They provided a three 
month temporary position to fill the time 
between graduation and Red’s active 
duty reporting date. Promised a more 
professional position, the assignment 
of the unskilled labor position of oil 
field roustabout was about the nastiest 
curveball he had ever seen. After that, 
the young 2LT was happy to report to the 
Army. Red had gained Army Security 
Agency experience in ROTC at A&M 
and continued in that field. He served 
two years at Fort Devens, MA, and was 
later recalled for service with the National 
Security Agency. He was privy to the 
events of the Cuban Missile Crisis, and 
cringes when recalling just how close we 
were to war with Russia. In all, Red served 
four years of active duty and reached the 
rank of Captain. Of course, he did not 

have any intention to work with Shell Oil 
after returning home from the Army. 

In 1933, President T.O. Walton had a 
special guest in his residence—six-month-
old granddaughter Lou Burgess. The 
proud parents were Walton’s daughter 
Ethyl and Hershel Burgess ’29. Red, just a 
toddler himself, “called on” Lou. In what 
would be a storybook A&M love story, 
that was the first of many calls on Lou. 
They became sweethearts from the get-go, 
through elementary and high school, and 
were married in 1952. 

Father-in-law, Hershel Burgess ’29, 
played a prominent role in Red and Lou’s 
life. Burgess was a prominent Aggie, 
civic leader, entrepreneur, and early real 
estate developer. A member of the Texas 
A&M Athletic Hall of Fame, Burgess was 
a star football player and track athlete at 
A&M. He is the namesake of the Burgess 
Banquet—the Texas A&M Athletic 
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony; the 
Hershel Burgess ’29 Chair in Physics; and 

Hershel’s Bar in the new Stella Hotel.  
Upon Red’s return from the Army, 

Burgess was running Rafter B Charcoal 
Company and going into the insurance 
business with Cotton Price ’39. A well-
known Aggie himself, Price was tri-
captain and back-up tailback on the 
National Championship team and kicked 
the two extra points in the Aggies 14-13 
victory over Tulane. Burgess turned the 
charcoal company over to Red. 

The insurance company was doing 
fairly well, but Price quickly and 
unexpectedly quit. Two years of the hard, 
hot, stinking charcoal production that 
required two baths at the end of the day 
was about all the fun Red wanted to have. 
In 1956, he sold the charcoal business and 
bought Price’s interest in the insurance 
company, becoming a partner with his 
father-in-law for $5,000. In 1966, the 
insurance agency merged to form ANCO 
Insurance. Red stayed with the ANCO 

Agency for 46 years, retiring as 
Chairman Emeritus in 2002.

Thankfully, during his 
insurance career Red was free 
to continue in his second job of 
officiating. In 1972, Red got the 

big call to the NFL and retired as “the 
most well-known official in NFL history” 
in 1996. However, still employed by the 
NFL, he worked another 15 years as a 
trainer, observer, and referee talent scout. 

Red and Lou’s love story continued 
until her passing in 1999. Incredible 
Walton, Burgess, and Cashion Aggie DNA 
flows through the veins of many family 
members including Red’s daughter Sharon 
’77, son Jim ’85, and six grandchildren. 
Carrying on the family Corps tradition, 
Jim ’85 was a member of Company V-1 
and grandson Colter ’09 in Company F-2. 

Red and Marie Cashion married 
in 2005, and they continue to reside in 
Bryan. Red is also a longtime supporter 
of the CCA, a member since 1999. Of his 
countless honors and accolades, Red most 
treasures being named a Distinguished 
Alumni of Texas A&M University.  

Red summed his life up well, saying, 
“Too many accidental things have 
happened for my life to be accidental.”

The most well-known official in NFL history

Too many accidental 
things have happened for 
my life to be accidental. }{“
“


