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The Road to 25 Years
— Founders reflect on the beginning days of the CCA —

By Jill Bright ’91

It was Spring Review in May of 1989, 
and Major General (Maj Gen) Thomas 
Darling ’54, Commandant of the Corps 
of Cadets, invited Col Don Crawford 
’64 as his guest on the reviewing stand. 
“I thought that was pretty neat to be 
invited by the Commandant to be on the 
Reviewing Stand,” says Crawford. “Later 
I understood the significance of the day.” 
Maj Gen Darling knew that Crawford 
worked on a successful recruiting pro-
gram in his Air Force Reserve assignment 
at the United States Air Force Academy. 
With Corps numbers decreasing yearly, 
something new needed to happen. It 
seemed a natural fit for Maj Gen Darling 
to ask Crawford for help in recruiting 
quality high school students to become 
Cadets at A&M.

Under Maj Gen Darling, the Corps 
Recruiting office was formed in an 
effort to increase the number of Cadets; 

however, they needed more manpower. 
Crawford helped to establish the Corps 
Leadership Outreach (CLO) Program 
to help Recruiting office employees LTC 
Mark Satterwhite ’70, Director, Corps 
Recruiting Program, and Theresa Becka, 
who welcomed the additional support. 
Crawford enlisted the help of some of his 
Corps buddies and other former Cadets 
that were passionate about the Corps to 
join the CLO. These former Cadets would 
attend high school college nights in 
their area and try to recruit high qual-
ity seniors to attend A&M and join the 
Corps. The CLO initiative was somewhat 
successful, but was limited due to lack of 
funding. “There was just no money for 
recruiting,” says John Gabbert ’64 a CLO 
volunteer. “The Corps was an after-
thought. There was no money for promo-
tional materials or any other support that 
the CLO needed.”  

On a hot evening in August 1992, 
five Ol’ Ags gathered around Crawford’s 
game room table in Dallas, TX. John 
Gabbert ’64, Ed Beckcom ’65, Donny 
McClure ’70, Tim Macmanus ’78, and 
Crawford laid the foundation of what 
would become the Texas Aggie Corps of 
Cadets Association—without knowing it 
at all! They developed a plan that would 
help fund the recruiting efforts of the 
CLO and keep the Corps strong.  

“All five of us were members of the 
CLO,” says McClure. “We recognized the 
need for the Corps to be rescued. Every-
thing about the University was growing 
except the Corps. It was getting zero 
attention and no one was doing anything 
about it to try to restore it to its original 
birthright of the University.”  

“Plain and simple, the Corps needed 
a support organization,” says Beckcom. 
“It was not our intent at the time, but we 
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Left to right: Ed Beckcom '65, Don Crawford '64, John Gabbert '64, and Tim Macmanus '78 gathered on April 21, 2018, to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the CCA. All four are CCA founding directors.
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knew we were doing some-
thing that was really important 
to all of us—for the love of the 
Corps.”

“At the time, General Dar-
ling did not have a budget for 
recruiting,” says Gabbert.  “We 
needed to raise some money. 
We mailed out letters to the 
CLO members and our Aggie 
friends asking for $25.”  

There were many road-
blocks along the way, recalls 
Crawford. “There was not an 
extensive database of former 
Cadets that was available to us. 
Most of what we did was from 
word of mouth, making phone 
calls, and getting our buddies 
involved,” says Crawford. The 
first letter brought in around 
$5,000 which helped to get the 
ball rolling and funded the 
promotional materials for the 
CLO in 1992. 

“We were on to some-
thing,” says McClure. “We had 
80+ years of former Cadets that 
cared deeply about the Corps 
but did not have a means to 
directly support it. The Univer-
sity attorneys only allowed us 
to ask for $25, however the Ol’ Ags would 
have given more had they been asked.” 

As the money started to roll in, pro-
motional materials were produced and 
distributed. Former Cadets got energized 
and helped in recruiting efforts. The 
Corps numbers slowly started to increase.  

“We were only a handful of recruiters 
that were actively working full time jobs 
as well. We would recruit about 200 Ca-
dets through our efforts,” says Beckcom. 
“It was a small group, but we really hit the 
pavement hard to get those Cadets.”

Macmanus recalls the early recruit-
ing days. “We used any kind of method 
that worked,” he said. “We would talk 
to school counselors, find out who was 
interested in A&M and then call them, 
visit them, or do whatever we could to 
sell them on the Corps. Many high school 
students I met didn’t even know about the 
Corps.” 

“I started an annual recruiting dinner 

for prospective Cadets in the Dallas area,” 
says Macmanus. “It started small but 
after four years, we had over 200 people 
attending the recruiting dinner including 
prospective Cadets and their parents, 
current Cadets, Yell Leaders, and former 
Cadets and their families. We even had 
Reveille at a couple of the dinners. A 
number of former Cadets who donated 
told us that they were very interested in 
supporting the Corps. This was another 
indicator that motivated us to form the 
CCA.” 

It became obvious that Ol’ Ags were 
welcoming the additional funding for the 
Corps and funding continued to grow. 
The initiatives were paying off and it was 
time to make the group “official.” Gab-
bert typed up a constitution and by-laws 
similar to the ones held by the Texas 
Aggie Band Association and the group 
approved it.  

“I will never forget that Gabbert 
made an appointment with the Secre-

tary of State for Texas, John 
Hannah Jr., to get our Charter 
approved,” says Macmanus. 
“He drove up to Austin and 
met with Hannah who said the 
Charter looked good with a 
couple of corrections. Gabbert 
went to his car and typed up 
the corrected charter on an 
old-fashioned type writer and 
an hour later was back up in 
his office to get it signed and 
approved.”  

“That was it! We were on,” 
says Gabbert. “The Charter was 
signed on April 21, 1993, and 
we were going full on with this 
deal. It was exciting, but we 
also met a lot of obstacles along 
the way. It was amazing that we 
were able to pull this thing off,” 
says Gabbert.

The chartering of the CCA 
as a non-profit organization 
was not met with open arms 
from the University’s stand-
point. The higher ups were 
not really sure what the CCA 
was up to. “We only wanted to 
support the Cadets and build 
the Corps,” says Gabbert. “We 
were considered troublemak-

ers and were encouraged to quit what we 
were doing. We couldn’t do that, we were 
fired up and the ball was already rolling.”

“The CCA became the only associa-
tion that delivered direct financial sup-
port to the Corps,” says McClure. “When 
Aggies donated, they knew it was going 
to fund the Corps and keep the numbers 
strong and guard the heritage that we all 
loved.” 

In 1995, the first check totaling 
over $10,000 was presented to Maj Gen 
Darling. The CCA was becoming better 
known and financial support continued 
to remain steady. In 1996, the CCA was 
recognized by the Corps of Cadets Devel-
opment Council.    

McClure credits the success of the 
CCA to Crawford and Julie Pontikes ’95, 
the first employee of the CCA. “We got 
this thing rolling, but then wasn’t really 
sure how to continue,” says McClure. 
“Don and Julie gave the CCA legs and 

TOP | Major General Thomas Darling ’54, receives the first check for $10,000 from Don Crawford ’64, 
CCA Executive Director.  ABOVE  |  The first Corps Recruiting Banquet in 1996 celebrated the fifth year of 
supporting the Corps Recruiting Program.
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forged the way. Without them the CCA 
would not be what it is today.”

As time would pass, the mission 
statement of the CCA would expand to 
not only recruit Cadets but to also fund 
Cadet programs. “General Darling called 
me in 1995 and told me that he needed 
a basketball court on the Quad,” recalls 
Crawford. “I said ‘O.K., how much will it 
cost?’ He told me $22K, so we funded the 
Cadets a basketball court behind Dorm 
9. This was the beginning of a new path 
for CCA.”  

In August of 1997, the CCA hosted 
the inaugural Fish Fry (now FOW BBQ) 
for Freshman Orientation Week, which 
is now in its 22nd year. Over the course 
of 25 years, the CCA has sponsored 
nearly 100 programs for Cadets and 
continues to add them yearly to meet the 
changing needs of the Corps. This year 
the CCA has helped establish the Hire 
a Cadet Program as well as opened the 
CCA Store on the Quad. 

“Honestly, at the time, we did not 
know that we would start funding Corps 
programs, we just fell in to it,” says 
Crawford. “We were supporting what we 
loved, so it was an honor to provide the 
things the Cadets needed.”  

Over the years, the CCA’s relation-
ship has remained steadfast with the 
Commandant’s office. The CCA has 
worked with six Commandants and are 
proud to support the Cadets. “We are 
grateful for the CCA’s support from the 
last 25 years and look forward to the 
next 25 years with the CCA,” says BG Joe 
E. Ramirez, Jr. ’79, Commandant of the 
Corps of Cadets.

In 1993, the Corps had 1,800 Cadets 
and 25 years later in 2018 it has 2,560. 
“The Corps was an afterthought in the 
1990s,” says Beckcom. “I believe without 
the CCA the Corps would not be the 
strength in numbers that it is today.”

What is in store for the next 25 
years? “We will never turn our backs on 
the Corps,” says McClure. “If the Corps 
needs something, the CCA will be there 
to provide it.” 

As the Executive Director, Crawford 
has spent 25 years watching the CCA 
grow firsthand. “The CCA was founded 
on the principles to help build the Corps, 
and we will continue to do so while 
taking care of the Cadets. We are just 
getting warmed up.  The best is yet to 
come,” says Crawford. 

25 years

$9.3 million in Corps 
support

6 Commandants

1 Executive Director

Congratulations Don 
on leading the CCA 

for 25 years! 

Here’s to the next 25!

With appreciation,
The CCA staff

The Texas Aggie 
Corps of Cadets 

Association Charter

Major General Thomas Darling ’54, Commandant in the 
first CCA year; Col Don Crawford ’64, CCA Executive 

Director; BG Joe Ramirez, Jr. ’79, Commandant at year 25.
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